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The California Revels present the 22nd Annual  

 

Christmas Revels 

A theatrical celebration of the Winter Solstice as told through the music, drama, dance and 

traditions of the 19th century English countryside. 

 

Featuring special guest artist – Geoff Hoyle 

Directed by David Parr 

 

December 7 – 14, 2007 

 

Scottish Rite Theater on Lake Merritt, Oakland 

 
Full calendar listing on the next page 

 
 
 
(October 24, 2007 ð San Francisco, CA)   The annual Christmas Revels has been entertaining 

Bay Area families for over two decades and  is highly regarded to be one of the highpoints of 

the Bay Areaõs holiday calendar! For their 22nd annual season, the Revels will journey through 

the 19th century English countryside led by the marvelous comic actor, Geoff Hoyle.    

 

This festive pageant revolves around the story of a òSongcatcheró whose purpose is to collect 

the songs, dances, and village traditions that mark the turning of the year.   On his journey, 

the Songcatcher will encounter a variety of entertaining characters ð from church wardens 

and farmers, to pub keepers, spinsters, and even the itinerant music hall performer.   Each 

personality has a bit of traditional lore to share with him, and with us. And as they are every 

year, the beloved traditions of the Abbots Bromley Stag Horn Dance and  the Sussex Mummers 

Carol will be highlighted in the pageant, and audiences will be invited to dance through the 

halls singing the traditional òLord of the Danceó chorus. 

 

Special guest artist of the 2007 Christmas Revels, Geoff Hoyle has clowned with Cirq ue du 

Soleil, The Pickle Family Circus, and Circus Flora. He performed his solos "Feast of Fools" and 

"The Convict's Return" (commissioned by Berkeley Repertory Theatre) in New York, San  
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Francisco, Paris, London, and the former Soviet Union, and at vario us regional theatres in the 

U.S. and England. He has appeared in comic roles at the Berkeley Rep, ACT, Eureka Theatre, 

American Repertory Theatre in Cambridge, Arena Stage, and La Jolla Playhouse. He received 

five NEA grants and an ArtsLink grant to visit circuses in Latvia and Russia. He created the 

role of Zazu (Drama Desk nomination: Best Featured Actor in a Musical) in the original 

Broadway cast of "The Lion King," and this year wrote and performed "The First Hundred 

Years" for the Berkeley Rep and the Arizona Theatre Company, performed the role of Vladimir 

in "Waiting for Godot" for Stanford Summer Theatre, and appeared in "The Green Bird" with 

Theatre de La Jeune Lune at Berkeley Rep. 

 

Join Mr. Hoyle and the terrific all ages cast of Revelers for an un forgettable trip through the 

English countryside.  Gather the whole family and journey to the Scottish Rite Theater to 

welcome the return of the light back from the darkness of winter with the Christmas Revels!  

In the words of California Revels founder, D r. Elizabeth Lloyd Mayer (1947-2005), òPeople 

need celebration.   We need those wild and holy expressions of whom we are which lift us out 

of isolation and into connection with each other.   We need moments which inject the 

ordinary with awe and engage our ca pacities for the extraordinary.   Celebration does that.   

And Revels does that.ó 

 

The 2007 Christmas Revels is supported by the Oakland City Council and funded by the City of 

Oaklandõs Cultural Funding Program. 

 
 
CALENDAR LISTING: high-res jpeg images can be sent by NEQA/Communications upon request 

 
WHAT:                  The Christmas Revels 
                             Featuring special guest artist - Geoff Hoyle 
                                Directed by David Parr 
 
WHO:                    California Revels 
 
DATES:                 December 7-14, 2007 
 
TIMES:                  Fridays @ 7:30pm; Saturdays and Sundays at 1:00pm and 5:00pm 
 
PLACE:                  Scottish Rite Theater (1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland CA) 
 
TICKETS:               $15 ð 50/regular price  
                               Special reduced ticket prices to the Dec. 7 and 9 shows ð all side dress 

 circle and center balcony seats are just $19  
 
BOX OFFICE:       (510-452-8800) or www.calrevels.org 

### 

http://www.calrevels.org/

